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point of view, but they do not seize the subject at its
heart. They miss the inner significance of mental
development as a continuous acquisition of meanings and
values, and they miss the true explanatory syntheses that
dominate the development, finding them not in the
fundamental factors or motives of that development but
in laws of psychical or physical causality. Let us refer
again to the case of Wundt Wundt, like Fouill^e, insists
on the notion of Psychology as a science of immediate
experience, as a science that starts, not from a number
of generalised concepts, but from the actuality of the
individual mind itself. But while insisting on the in-
dependent nature of psychical processes, he has not
shown how this independence of nature gives proof of its
independence in determining mental development, but he
has treated the development analytically after a rigorously
inductive fashion. The main problem which mental
development offers to the psychologist, according to
Wundt, is the discovery of the laws, the psychical laws,
whereby its uniformities and connections may be seized ;
and these laws differ from the simpler laws of relation and
combination that characterise psychical activity in com-
plexity only, the interconnection with which they are
concerned being of a more intricate and comprehensive
kind. Thus instead of showing how development is deter-
mined through its own vital syntheses Wundt lays stress
on certain fundamental forms which such determination
takes. It is the spectator's and not the vital point of view.
It would indeed be a step in the direction of greater
clearness were these so-called laws of mental development
referred to not as " laws " but as " forms." The laws of
" mental growth," " heterogeny of ends," and of " develop-
ment towards opposites " as treated by Wundt, are they
not rather descriptive forms affording a comprehensive
bird's-eye view over the phenomena of mental develop-
ment, than " causal laws of mental development" ? The
reason given for calling them " causal" laws is that they
are found by a process of induction precisely similar to
that employed in discovering the causal laws of Nature,